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Seitzerlad
A, Ceneral

tnimal disease contrel an’ sanitary productisn of food of »nimal ori;in is
conp:rable to that of countries such ss West Cermany or the Netherlends, The ‘overn-
ment meintzins firm contrel over disease contrel and credication polirles which sre
renirally favorsbly accepted and supported by livestock pmoducers., Veterinarians
are well “istributed throurhout the country., Official veterinarians and orivate
practitioners collaborste effectively in carrving out the rigid repulations
pertainin to animal di-eases, lerionel veterinary p-rsonnel are well su» ortei by
investirative and dizgnostic work through aiequate federally financed central aod
regional bacteriolosical laboratorics,

The veterl ary faculties of twe undversities « Zerm an:i Zurich -~ am well ag
several commercial tiological producing fimms, carry ouwd necessary animsl health
research with close cooperation of veterinary practitionsrs or federal sn? local
officisls,

In addition to mainteininy a relatively high natisnal status in snimal health,
rmany Swiss veteriwrians participate in foreirn assigmeents, including service
with Internaticnal Trp nisations, such as the United Hatiuvns Food and Agricultwre
Organization, The hcadquarters for the United Hationg .orld Health Orranization,
includn. its veterinury divieion, i: located in Cencva,

Ihe erwilcation of bovine tuberculosis an brucellosls, begun intensively

about 1951, is wel) underway, snd elimination of those diseases is scheduled in

™
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B, Invironkental factors
l. Topography and climzte - The mountaincus Swiss terrain definitely influences
‘ animel health and nutrition, The climate in aliine meadow aress, vsed coopcratively
| during the summer, requires return of animels to lower elevstions for confined -
i
i winter feeding., This constant anmkl movexent of sanimals requires cless investigation
‘ and supervision of animal health to prevent the widespresd discesination of infectious
|
| Yy
diseases,
2. Socio-economic pettern - the hirh productivity of Swiss livestock is larrely
a result of the cooperative use of alpine pastures and the efficient orpanization
of seascns]l mirration. Repulated animal ho-alth control is an eassential feasture of
this livestock gystem that hses contributed so much to the country's economy by
Y2/ %/
providing a large volume of exwort dairy pro . ucts an! brecding animsls,
ke Wutrition
¢, Food sanitation, storage ani technology = The distribution of fosd of
animal origin is well regulated and supervised in Switserland. Veterinary inspection
Yy
is effective, assuring the availability of healthful 'roducts,
C. Disesses
2, Diseases of snimals -~ The important snimsl diseases in Switzcrland sre
renerally well controlled,. Infecticus disesses have teen much reduced in recent
vears, and attention is being directed tovard the less significant diseases and
parasitic coniitions, Investigations of a few important physiolsrical and nutritional

Y2/

deficieney conditions are unerway,:
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(1) Foot=and=mouth disease - Foot-and-m:uth disesse is a perlodic scourre

of Swiss livestock, Outbreaks have been handled by a combination of vaccimetion,
isolation and eradicatiin measures which have, in recent years, been pencrally
ef‘ective in 1imiting the spread of the disease, Heinfection from outside sc.rces

1/2/1/36/18/
is a conatant threat and requires vigllance ani prom.t preventive action,

(2) Tuberculosis - Povine tuberculosis eradication is preceeding on
schedule and approaching a stape of completion, anticipated in 1961, it that time
infection rates will be reduced to a fraction of 1 percent and the situation will
require only a surveillance to ;revent the dissemination of the disesse from mincr
infection resamin.y _'é/ 5_@/ '12/

(3) Brucellosis - Bovine brucellosis eradication is nearly as advanced as
that of tuberculosis end is expected to be successfully tcrminated about the same
time, The program combines reactor slaurhter, calfhood vaccination and strict
sanitation of infected premises, perticulsrly in eommunity pasture arcas., Bovine
avortion, under any circumstances, is a recortable condition leading to immediate
veterinary investigation and full sanitary precaution., Pasteurization of dairy
products, at least in municipal areas, has reduced the human health hesard aspects
of this dissase,. Brucella melitensis infection among shecep and roats is & more
scorious situation, since the results in serological testing are less definitive,’
Hevertheless, reactors are being slaughtered on identification of infection, which

' Y 2/ v/ 1/
may lead to eventual control of this form of brucellosis also.-

(L) Manre - 3arcoptic mange - ‘arcoptes scabisi - has been a serious problem

affecting production of Swiss cattle, ixtensive use of chemical dips, mandatory

-3
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for animals proceeding to community pastures, has reduced the incidence in the

last few years,
Sheep scad - Paoroptes ovis, also quite prevalent, iz being controlled by
¥ u/ 8/
mandatory dipping,

(5) Hog cholera - Periodic hop cholers outbreaks have taken a heavy toll of
swine in past years. The necessary importation of swine for slaughter or of pork
products from affected aress will continme to be cccasional sources of infection.
However, recent wider application of new and more efficient vaccine has provided

Yy n/ 18/

improved protection anl reduced losses from this dissare,

(6) Newcastle's discase - Newcastle's disease 13 the most serious poultry

disease in Switserland, Vaccination is feirly effective in control, but continued
introduction of poultry from infected sareas mekes occasicmal outbreaks
imitahlaay y y .12/

(7) Otter important diseases - Anthrex and blackleg occur sporedically but
loszes are limited because of ihe cormon prectice of vaccination, Contagious
agalactia in aheep and coats 1s a minor problem, but one which might become serious
since no effective vaccines have been developed, Myxomatozis of rabbits is period-
ically serious and no solution to this problem has been Iound.yy E,/_1_2/lé/

Ds Veterinary organisation and sdministration

ls Civilian

a. Orpanization - The Swiss Federal Veterinary Office is effectively

Chart I

organiged to provide guidance and supervision of the veterinary regpulatory

programs, Under this system, a relatively small national s-rvice force, in

effect, regulates established standards for disease control progrwms, Cantonal

wlje
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and local private practitioncrs carry out the major functional duties,

National supcrvision over veterinery blolopiesl and pharsceutical production
is carried out by the Fedrral Vaccine and -era Control Office, The efficiency of
this agency has resulted in & general int«rnaticnal acceptance of Swise veterinary
rroducts,

The Federal Vacelne Production Institute at DBesel is the only institution in
aitzerland entrusted with foot-and-mouth disease vaccine production, and this is
its principal function,

The Federal Veteriaary Office coordinates the policies related to veterlnary
matters established by other poverument divisions, and ascte as a lialiscon office on
vetcrinary @tbem which are the responsibility of veterinsry installations and
livestock assoclaticns not under its direct contrel,

Cantonal veterinary res onsibilities, including meat inspection, are divided
between official veterinary officers and private praciitioners = the lattc:r Froup
subsidized for partetime worke.

Allocation of funds for veterinary activities is gensrally adequate,
rmergency requirements ln cases of larrew-scals foot-and-mouth disesse outhreaks or
intensive programs, such as tuberculosis eradication, are usually provided on
recomme «dation of special cormissions, (Sce Chart I.v)y E/ '1_3/ E?/

b. Leral controls

(1) Licensure =~ A veterimary diploma from one of the two Swiss veterinary
Yz
colleses is required for veterinary employment or preciice cligibility..

(2) Cusrantine - Laws and amendments, principally based on an import

Law of 1917, are designed to protect Swisas livestock and the mman population from
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introduction of disease through incoming animals or animal products, Inspection by

the Frontler Veterinsry Office 1s strengsthened when serics disease outbresks occur
in areas frr which importations are made, The Frontier Veterinzry 0'fice hus
authority for condemmstion, quarantine and disinfection of animals, enimal nproducts
Yy
or transit equipment,

(3) Insiection =~ “ff ctive veterirupy inavection of animal products is
conducted throughout Switzerland under authovity of lepislation of the Federal
Couneil, Mest insiection supervision is conducted by the Cantonsl rovernment
veterinarisns and milk testing is undortsken in the Cantonal Veterin.ry
Baeteriolopical Institutes,

The Vetcrl ary Folice enforce the re;ulations relsted to imsiection an:
movement of livestock,

The Office for Cuntrol of Sera a2nd Vaceine is responsible for testing and
issuing permits for all veterinary bioloricals rroduced in Sritzerland, as well as

VETRTRYY

those imported,

c. Profeassional veterinary orpenizations - The wiss Veterinury Society

(La_Societe des Veterinsires Suisses), crcated in 1013, has a rembership comprising

at least 90 percent of the active profe~ fon, It publishes an o ficial scientific
periodical and is active in the Sommission for .aimal Health and Development, The
Y
Society encouraces rthlcal conduct of members.
d. Veterinsry medical rescarch - Swiss veterinary research is generally

sound and prorressive, [ larye share of research support is supplied by the cowmcreial

veterinsry {irms in collaborative projects with the universities or other government

bm
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research institutes, The .os3t significant Swiss veterinary research achicvements
have been in the {ield of animal physiology, with particuler empha-is on
nutrition and climtolagy.y 2/ 2/ 5/ 1/ y

£, Iimerpency veterinary s:rvices - switecrland has a highly efficlently
orranized system of veterinary emerpency services, Federsl authority permits the
mobilization of all Swiss veterinarlens in cases of Lmponding serious animal disease
outbreaks, The Veterinary Police, 1n collaboration with corron law enforcement
bodies, promptly imploment veterinsry orde-s desling with quarentine, disinfection

Y2/ 1y
or restricted movement of livestock,
2. Military veterinary service

The Veterinzry Corps is on an equal basis with the Medical Corps of the
wiss frry. About 500 vet rinnrians are officers of Lhe corps, but only a few of
these are on continuous active duty, “ach y:ar nearly all veterinary rraduates
attend a nimeweek officer aspirant's course aml subsequently, as lieutenants, a
120-day courses at various stations, The corps maintains Remowunt Depvots consisting
of approximately 1500 horses, Iiphty percent are issued to civilians in the militia
each yrar, and about 1000 huad per yem are purchesed from :uropean countries as
re}.;lacements.y 22/
E. Veterinary manpower

There are approximaiely 800 veterinarians in S-itscrland, About 15 percent of

the totxl veterinsry force is enpraged in established official posta in federal,
cantonel or municipal arencies or institntions, The remaind.r are :¢nraged in parte
time official dutles an: private nr-actice, Svitgerland has an adequate nunber of
veterinarians to carry cut necessary animal disease control and public health

prograns, In recent yecars a considerable mumber of veterinsrians have sought

erployment in international sgeacies and foreign countries, because of strong
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competition for desirable ositions in the country itself,
fhe two Jwiss vetcrinsry faculties at Bern ani rurich graduste LO to 50
veterin rians cach y.ar, The level of traluving is cosparable to that of the betier

luropean schools and accejt: ble unier standards sct by the American Veterioary

Medlical ssgsocistion Committee for evslustion of such inatitutions, Craduste training
1z excellent and repulzrly conducted., 54 hoc short courseg are -ell attended by
Y1y |
official rovernzent swi practicing veterinarians,
F, Veterinary medical faciiities
Veterinary redical facilities, such as educational, resesrch and clinical
institutes, rerional diapnoctic laboratories and quarentine stations, are adequate
and strate; ically located throughout witzerland, Ne=rly all cantons have
Bacterinlorical Institute Laborat.rics, equipped 4o handle specimens and diarno-tie
material for ;overnment investirative spencles and private practitioners,
Private veterinary biolojical end pharmaceutical conc: rn® coopcrate in providing
| equimment and facilities for investipations awl experiments beyond the scope of
cffieial roverment imtailatians.y 3/ 2/ §/ v
Gy  Veterinary supplies and raterial
High quality “wiss veterin ry biclogicals, pharmsceuticals znd equimnt are
produced in aiequate amount for domrstic requirerv. nts for the most part. A con-
siderable number of items in tlese caterories are also produced for a prowing export
market, 4 few specialty items and scme raw materials are iwported, DMatribuiion
of veterin ry supplier is well controlled, with outl €8 throwhn pharmacies or

veterinarians being specifisd by official repulstions, Blologicals am pharmacevticals

are remiily available, A few require adminis‘ration by qualifisd veterinsriszna only.
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| Foot=and~mouth disease vaccine 1s yroduced solely by the Federal Vaccine Institute
. at Basel at an annually estimated recuirement rate, lemporary emerpency requirenents
Yy
are occasionally obtained fror other ncarty :uropean countries.
H. 3eference data
Chart It Orpanization of *he Swiss Veterinary services,
50X1
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|
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